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Introduction:

The Believers in Thessalonica were the recipients of the most precise teachings in the Bible on the return of Christ for His Church.  At the end of chapter four, God gives the main teaching on what the church has called “The Rapture” for the past 16 centuries.  Here is what we know so far about that event:  

· Without warning, Christ will descend from Heaven.  

· As He enters the atmosphere He will call out to His bride, waking those who are dead by the sheer power of His Word
· At His side is the chief warrior of heaven, Michael the Archangel.  He too will be calling out.
· At this very moment there will be a trumpet blast intended to signal the presence and glory of the appearing of God the Son.  
· A the dead rise, the living will follow them and so shall we be forever with the Lord. 
The Scripture insists that rehearsing this event will bring comfort.  It is not just the knowledge of it, but the words of it because the are God’s Words,  They are God’s Promise.  “Comfort” in Greek means “to be spoken to from very close proximity.”   Don’t just think about the Lord’s return, speak of it to one another and do it often.  

But, mankind has always been obsessed with the event itself more than with the Lord of the event.  People want to know when and they want to know the signs that are leading up to it.  My email is awash with assertions that prophecy is being fulfilled “right before our eyes.”  Harold Camping of Family Radio has now issued his second bogus prediction about the date of Christ’s return.  So, lets see how the Bible handles the questions about dates and signs.   
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.  2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.  4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief;  5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.  8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.
Paul has just finished a new teaching in Chapter Four.  It is the truth that Christ is coming for His church in a totally unexpected a previously unimaginable way. It is a glorious message of hope and comfort.  When he told the Corinthians about it, Paul called it a mystery, which is a Greek word meaning something previously unrevealed, not something unknowable. 
1 Corinthians 15:51-52  51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

He now begins to speak of an old teaching that they already knew about; The coming judgment of the God on the world.  It is called “The Day of The Lord” in the prophets and is not The Rapture which he just told them about.  It is the reality that all men will face God and give an account of their sins to Him.  The new teaching of The Rapture is for you and me.  This old teaching of The Day of the Lord is for them.  Let’s look at five things the Bible teaches about Judgment Day in our passage.   
· It will happen unexpectedly and suddenly.  [1-2]
· It will signal judgment on unbelievers and scoffers  [3]
· It will not involve the Church [4-5]
· It’s knowledge is intended to motivate believers to action [6-8]
· It’s knowledge will encourage, comfort and build up believers [9-11]
It will happen unexpectedly and suddenly.  [1-2]

1 Thessalonians 5:1-2  Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.  2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.
As to the times and the epochs:  This describes two aspects of this coming event.  The time of it and the characteristics of it.  “Times” in this verse describes chronological time. In fact, it is the word we get chronology from.  “Epochs,” on the other hand speaks of the characteristics of a given time period.  We have similar expressions in our language.  “These are difficult times,” for instance.  We are not referring to the actual measurable  time period, but to the characteristics of this particular period.  That is what is intended by the word “epoch” in this verse.  
Matthew 16:3 "And in the morning, 'There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.' Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times? [epoch]
You have no need of anything to be written to you:  There is a two fold reason for this, but before I give them to you I want you to notice the contrast in this passage.  As Paul prepared to instruct them about the Rapture he made the observation that they were “uninformed.” [I Thess. 4:13]   They did not know about the character of the event. He begins his instructions concerning this different event by saying that they have no need to have anything written to them.   
They do not need information about “The Times,” because God has repeatedly said that the time is unknowable.  Therefore, about times, “you have no need of anything to be written to you”  
Matthew 24:36  36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.

They do not need further information about the signs leading up to judgment either, because it is enough to know that it will happen and all men will experience accountability to God.   Jesus also adds a word about epochs just before He ascends into heaven. The characteristics of the age leading up to judgment are also unknown. 
Acts 1:7   7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;

Men crave information about the time [day, month and year] and the characteristics [signs] concerning judgment.  Paul will argue, that these are equally unknowable so we should concentrate on what is knowable.  

You yourselves know full well: Before you leave this morning, it would be good if you knew “full well” what these Thessalonians knew.  Paul says they knew about it precisely and with exactness.  With such knowledge there would be a lot less confusion about times and seasons.  
The day of the Lord will come:  This day will come.  That is the one thing that Believers need to know with precision.   Because they know it,  they have put their hope in Christ.  The only way any man or woman will ever escape the judgment of God is through heart driven trust and submission to Christ. 
Confusion exists among believer because they do not know what God means when He uses the expression: “The Day of The Lord.”   It appears 19 times in the Old Testament and is used in a very consistent way throughout.  Here are just a few. 
Isaiah 13:6-10  6 Wail, for the day of the LORD is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty.  7 Therefore all hands will fall limp, And every man's heart will melt.  8 They will be terrified, Pains and anguish will take hold of them; They will writhe like a woman in labor, They will look at one another in astonishment, Their faces aflame.  9 Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, To make the land a desolation; And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not flash forth their light; The sun will be dark when it rises And the moon will not shed its light.
Joel 1:15  15 Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, And it will come as destruction from the Almighty.

Joel 2:11   11 The LORD utters His voice before His army; Surely His camp is very great, For strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome, And who can endure it?
Like a thief in the night: This means unexpected, unwanted and un-hoped for.  No one ever invites a thief to come or wishes for a thief to come.  Make no mistake here,  no one will invite God to judge the world in His wrath either.  This is an unwanted event.  
The day of the Lord describes a time of reckoning with God,  not a specific day when God comes back.  It is always judgment from God.  The judgments of God upon a wicked humanity in the closing months of the seven year tribulation are the last remaining unfulfilled prophecies of The Day of The Lord.  
2 Peter 3:10-11  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,

It will signal judgment on unbelievers and scoffers  [3]

1 Thessalonians 5:3  3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.
While they are saying: But as this catastrophe looms, humanity will be speaking of peace and safety.   Please notice with me the pronoun change in this verse.  Verses one and two are speaking to you yourselves.  Verse three takes a radical turn and begins to speak of “they and them.”   “You” are believers expecting Christ’s return for you and “they” are unbelievers trying to fix the condemned world they call home. 
"Peace and safety!"  This is the plaintiff cry of unbelieving men.  They want peace at any price and they want safety at any cost.   Now believers desire peace and safety too, but not at any cost.   
Destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child:  This is an helpful analogy.  Once a woman is pregnant it is certain that labor pains are going to start, but they still start suddenly and once truly started, they continue until birth.  There is no stopping the process once it begins.  
The destruction of the wicked in judgment will be like this.  Most men know that there has to be a day of reckoning, but the immediate concerns of peace and safety trump all other things in their minds. [how else can we explain the politics we see everywhere?] They say, “Hopefully, the things we fear will not be today, judgment on the earth will not be today.”   Unbelievers will make peace at any price, giving up their freedom, integrity and morality for some measure of safety.  The world will accept any evil, turn a blind eye to any sin [even murder] for a promise of peace and safety.  
They will not escape:  Believers know this.  You know this.  You will not escape the settling of accounts that God has purposed to do for the entire creation.  Disbelieving in God or even trying to silence religion, may bring some temporary peace or safety, but it will not stop God from coming to hold the entire world accountable for their sin and wickedness.  There is exactly one way only to escape;  It is at the Cross.  Jesus bore your sins in His Body there.  He who had no sin became sin for you.  It has nothing to do with anything you can do for God,  but everything to do with what Christ has done for you.  
This is the Gospel:  The entire world will face God on His terms and not theirs and THEY WILL NOT ESCAPE.  If you trust Christ’s Cross Work, you will escape because you are bound to Your Savior.  What He is, you are. [righteous]  What He did, you have done [He obeyed God]   It is His precious grace poured out on you. 
Colossians 1:12-14  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
It will not involve the Church [4-5]

1 Thessalonians 5:4-5  4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief;  5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;
But you, brethren: Here is another bold grammatical shift. We are no longer talking about “them,”  but about “you.”  That is not an accident.  There are no accidents of grammar in the Scripture.  

But you…. are not in darkness: The Day of the Lord is Darkness.  Amos, the Prophet makes that about as clear as it can be.  
Amos 5:18-20  18 Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, For what purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness and not light;  19 As when a man flees from a lion And a bear meets him, Or goes home, leans his hand against the wall And a snake bites him.  20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of light, Even gloom with no brightness in it? 
We are not stumbling around in the darkness, we are not asleep, and we are not drunk.  Because of that the day will not come upon us.  
That the day would overtake you like a thief:  THEY will not escape [but  you will] Destruction will come upon THEM [but it won’t come upon you]   Webster says that “overtake” means come upon suddenly.  The Greek word means “to take possession of.”  This judgment will not take a hold of you.  It will not seize you and it will not overtake you.  We know it is coming, but those it will overtake do not believe it is coming.  Unbelievers do not believe in the impending judgment of God.  If they did they would forsake their unbelief and flee to the Cross for Eternal Salvation.   
You are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  Here then are two strong contrasts.  The day of the Lord is DARKNESS, but you are sons of light.  The Day of the Lord is NIGHT and comes like a thief in the night, but you are sons of day.  The meaning of these verses could not be more clear.  We have nothing to do with “The Day of the Lord.”  Paul put it another, but equally delightful way, to the Corinthian church.  
2 Corinthians 4:6-7  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;

Ephesians 5:13-14  13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.  14 For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you."
Philippians 2:15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
It’s knowledge is intended to motivate believers to action [6-8]

1 Thessalonians 5:6-8  6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.  8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.
So then let us not sleep as others do:  It is time to be awake.  This is a call to be in action, to be what you are in reality.  You are not trying to be light, you are light.  Don’t put that under a basket. 
Let us be alert: This word describes someone who has been waken up.  He is now fully awake and giving full attention to his activities.  
Let us be sober:  Sober means serious and focused.  Your Christian life is not supposed to be a hobby for you.  What a crying shame that so many professing Christians have reduced it to that.  They give little thought to their lives, their words, their values, their possessions and the like.  They would rather not take this life too seriously.    Brothers and sisters…..you and I are supposed to be paying attention to a couple of things; Our hearts and our minds!  
Having put on the breastplate of faith and love: The breastplate will protect your vital organs…your spiritual life.  Faith is Trust.  We do not trust in doctrine no matter how good or sound it is.  We trust in Christ Jesus.  Our doctrine teaches us about our Savior and reveals His faithfulness to us.  Have faith in Christ Alone.   Christ is the object of our love as well as our trust.  The Bible is talking here about our expectation of the appearing of Christ Jesus our very own Savior.     
And as a helmet, the hope of salvation: Salvation from what?  Is God talking about hell?  Well hell is the ultimate judgment on men and it is eternal.  But, He is talking specifically about “The Day of The Lord.”  The coming judgment upon the entire earth and all its inhabitants.  Believers should protect their minds with this hope.  We will be saved from “The Day of the Lord.”  This has always been the blessed hope of the Church.  
This Salvation is given to us by the hand of the judge Himself who has become our Savior.  He himself will come for you.  He is not sending an angel.  He himself is coming to call your body out of the grave or to take you up if still alive.  He himself is our hope of salvation. 
It’s knowledge will encourage, comfort and build up believers [9-11]

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11   9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.
For God has not destined us for wrath:  God has not placed us into His wrath.  His wrath will not overtake us. It overtook Christ Jesus instead at the Cross.  It will not seize us.  It has seized your Jesus instead.  
Isaiah 53:10  10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering,

Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.
Some people say that the tribulation of Revelation is not the wrath of God, but the wrath of Satan.  But the Tribulation is The Day  the Lord and it is The Day of His Wrath. 
Revelation 14:9-10  9 Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,  10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.
Revelation 14:19-20  19 So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.  20 And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.

Revelation 16:1  Then I heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God."

Revelation 19:15  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.

Revelation 6:16-17  6 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"
But for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ: who died for us:  This is salvation from The Day of The Lord, which is the day of His wrath.  NOT Wrath,  But salvation through Jesus because He died precisely to deliver us from the wrath of God. 
So that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him:  After reminding them of what they know about the Day of the Lord, and teaching them that they will not experience that because God has not destined them for it, Paul returns to the  same terminology that he used just a few verses back to describe the rapture.  It does not matter whether you are alive or dead.  Believers will attain life in the presence of Christ and not wrath upon the earth in The Day of the Lord.  
CONCLUSION

1 Thessalonians 5:11  Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.
Does the thought of being on the Earth while God Pours out His pent up wrath against the sin, hatred and inhumanity of man, encourage you this morning or discourage you?  This Scripture is given to encourage you.  We are commanded to use it this way.
Does the thought of living on the Earth while God destroys its entire ecosystem, then sends disease, famine, and demonic death upon all its inhabitants, comfort you or discourage you?  But we are commanded to rehearse these Scriptures for our comfort and our strengthening.  
This Scripture is not ambiguous in nature.  It is not grammatically vague.  There is very little question what The Day of the Lord actually is and there is no doubt that the entire doctrine of Christ’s Return for His Church is to be an ongoing source of comfort and strengthening for believers.  Comfort, because we are loved by God and Strengthening us by our love for Christ, our hope in Christ and our expectation of Christ’s presence.
Titus 2:11 - 3:1  1 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  15 These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you.  
PAGE  
4

